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headed to the Loire Valley. There he 
assemt,led craftsmen into a guild called 
the Ateliers de Marolles, and set about 
designing handcrafted oak furniture 
that ran counter to the prevailing indus
trialisation and mass-manufacturing. 
"The work was sold in Galeries Lafay
ette," says Gastou. "It appealed to a 
sophisticated dientele who appreciated 

' its artisanal qualities." The pitted "hon
eycomb" surfaces, created with a gouge, 
certainly have a very rustic appeal. 

Touret resigned from the Ateliers in 
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1964, and carried on making his own 
totemic sculptures in acacia wood, 
which he never sold in his lifetime, some 
of which will also be on show. "He was 
inspired by Matisse and Cubism," says 
Gastou. But most of all he was inspired 
by his faith, and continued to make a liv
ing from religious commissions. 

■ Paul Dupré-Lafon 
atMaxime Flatry
Maxime Flatry, 32, opened 
his Left Bank gallery two 
years ago. He specialises in 
the French furniture masters 
of the 1920s and 30s, indud
ing Jean-Michel Frank, 
whose pared-down aesthetic 
upturned the fancier rules 
oftheday. 

At Design Miami Paris, Fla
try will show a suite of furni
ture by ):'aul Dupré-Lafon 
made in the 1930s - a sofa, 
a.rmchairs and a table. The
se;iting W,as originally uphol
stered in red velvet, but Flatry
has replaced this with a glow
ing white. "Dupré-Lafon's
work was as reductive as
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Collecting 
Frank's in one way, but more expansive 
in,another," says Flatry. "The chairs are 
wide and generous and sit low to the 
floor, like a1930s Rolls-Royce. The lines 
and the dimensions are so modern." 

Virgil Abloh at Galerie Kreo 
The American Virgil Abloh had a sadly 
brief life - he <lied in 2021, aged just 41 
- but he packed a lot in. Trained as an
architect, 4e went on to work as a fash
ion designer, launching his own brands
Pyrex Vision and Off-White, and ulti
mately becoming the creative designer
of Louis Vuitton's menswear in 2018.

'The Hôtel de 1\laisons 
was cleemecl sufficicntly 
wcll-appointcd b) Karl 
Lagerfcld to be hi� home' 

He also DJ'd and designed furnitùre. 
Galerie Kreo is showing one of his last 

works - the monolithic Tower Hills 
chair, which, like his fashion, synthe
sises luxury and the street. It's a chunky, 
robust cube of a chair, made in bronze, 
but cast in OSB ( oriented strand board, 
or chipboard) which makes it look more 
disposable. "It feels right to put this 
throne-like piece intothe mansion's lux
urious interior," says director Clara 
Krzentowski. "To bring together the 
contemporary and the historie." 

ItaliaatDowntown+ 
While François Laffanour holds the fort 
at Design Miami with blue-chip French 
names, his daughter Luna, 28, has gone 
rogue. She is showing a selection of 

historie Italian work at the 
nearby Hôtel de l'Industrie 

on Place Saint-Germain
des-Prés, which she is pairing 
with contemporary painting 
by Nicolas Mehdipour -
richly pigmented abstracts 

and eèrie figurative paintings 
of lost adolescents. His 
vibrant palette coincides 
with that of Italian masters 

such as Gaetano Pesce and 
Ettore Sottsass, who from 
the 1970s were delving into 
new materials and ways 
ofliving. 

Design Miami Paris, Oct 16-19, 
designmiami.com. Italia, to Oct 
16, plusdowntown.com 


